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J”“MHHHN | ||VKW Watford Tunnel - south

e MHH Ml i entrance to west tunnel
London-Birmingham Railway tunnel
entrance. The tunnel entrance is 25 feet
high and 24 feet wide, and the tunnel is 1
1/10 miles long, excavated from chalk

> and gravel. The ten men were killed when
one of the six vertical shafts, 8-9 feet in
diameter, gave way in July 1835. It took @
month to clear out, and the hole became a
ventilation shaft
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Bushey Arches Railway
Viaduct, High Street

At the time this railway bridge was built it
lay just within the parish of Bushey hence
its name. When it first opened, the railway
between London and Birmingham

D consicted of only twolines. A third line
was opened through Watford in 1858,
followed by a fourth line in 1874 which
entailed a new bridge being built on the
south side of the original one. This last
bridge was itself rebuilt in 1963 to
accommodate the electrification of the
line. The side towards Watford, however,
remains much as Robert Stephenson
designed it
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A marker set up by the Sparrows.
[Herne Trust, who operated a turnpik
< > (toll) road from London and
Jtwo turnpike roads that cro:
Jthrough Watford, the entioned
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The original Watford Station on the first
section of the London-Birmingham line.
Built in 1837, this station was first used
in that year when the first section of
the London and Birmingham opened.
Designed by George Aitchison and built
by William Starie of London, this small

> builsing accommodated the bosking
office and Ist and 2nd Class waiting
rooms. From here steep steps led
down to the trackside and adjacent to it
was a building to house a pumping
engine, plus a locomotive shed and a
carriage shed. This first Watford
Station was 17 1/2 miles from Landon.
A rare survival of the earliest railway
age, used by dowager Queen Adelaide
when resident of Cassiobury and by
Queen Victoria 1843. It was replaced as
2 passenger station in 1858
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Watford Museum 


Watford Tunnel - south entrance to west tunnel


This is the London-Birmingham Railway tunnel entrance. The tunnel entrance is 25 feet high and 24 feet wide, and the tunnel is 1 1/10 miles long.


It was dug from chalk and gravel. 


Ten men digging were killed when one of the shafts gave way in July 1835.


 It took a month to clear out.








Have you been on a train going through this tunnel?
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Watford Museum 


Watford Met Station


The Metropolitan Railway spur line to Watford was planned in 1912 but did not open until 1925. 


The original plan had been to cut the route through Cassiobury Park, but the council turned that option down.





In 1925 the station was used by Metropolitan Railway electric trains to Baker Street and LNER steam trains to Marylebone 





Do you know the names of any other stations on the Met line to Baker Street?�
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Watford Museum 





Bridge 163, 50m south-west of Grove Wharf, Grand Union Canal


The bridge was built cross across a new section of the Grand Union Canal. The part of the canal that runs through Watford was built during the 1790s. Parliament made a law to say that this part of the canal must be as attractive as possible. 


Which kind of boats do you find on a canal?
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access across the newly opened section of the Grand Union Canal. The section of the canal that runs through Watford was constructed during the 1790s and clauses in the Act of Parliament that allowed its construction stipulated that the stretch of canal was to be made as attractive as possible.
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Watford Museum 


Bushey Arches Railway Viaduct, High Street


When this railway bridge first opened, the railway between London and Birmingham only had two lines. A third line was opened through Watford in 1858.


 A new bridge had to build on the south side when a fourth line was opened in 1874. This last bridge was itself rebuilt in 1963 when the line became electric.


The side towards Watford is very much still how Robert Stephenson designed it.


What else did Robert Stephenson design?
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Watford Museum


Sparrows Herne Trust turnpike marker, High Street


A marker set up by the Sparrows Herne Trust, who ran a turnpike (toll) road from London and Buckinghamshire via Watford and Tring between 1762 and 1873. This post marks the approximate place where one of the tollgates stood. This Trust was set up to improve the condition of the road. The toll money was used to pay for repairs to the road. This marker is located next to the pavement on the eastern side of the Lower High Street, close to Bushey Arches.
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Have you seen this Watford landmark? 





                    








Watford Museum 


The Old Station House, 147A St Albans Road


This was the original Watford Station on the first section of the London-Birmingham line. 


It was 17 1/2 miles from London. 


It was built in 1837 and had a booking office and 1st and 2nd Class waiting rooms. The building next door had a pumping engine, a locomotive shed, and a carriage shed. The station was used by dowager Queen Adelaide and Queen Victoria. It was replaced as a passenger station in 1858.





Do we have 1st and 2nd class waiting rooms at stations today?
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Watford Museum 


Five Arches Railway Viaduct, 200m north of Water Lane





This railway viaduct was built to carry the London and Birmingham Railway over the Colne River valley. It too had to be widened in 1858 and 1874. Further work was done in the 1960s when the line became electric. 


The original bridge remains on west side.





Where is there another viaduct in Watford?�
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